
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $4.35 MILLION FOR TRANSPORTATION IN FRANKLIN COUNTY

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $4.35 million for transportation projects in Franklin County, including much-needed new public transit buses, road improvements and promotion of tourism along the area's scenic roads.

  "Many residents are dependent upon accessible transportation to get to educational centers, health and social services, and most importantly, jobs," Olver said. ìThese funds will play a vital role in strengthening our transportation infrastructure which is incredibly valuable to the economic health and prosperity in the region.î

  Olver secured the funding in the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on June 14.

   Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked in that role to secure the funding.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers would have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

$720,000 for Franklin Regional Transit Authority buses  This funding will purchase three, 30-foot buses that will be used to replace three buses scheduled to be removed from service. The new buses will be used in FRTAís fixed routes, which include the G-Link from Greenfield to Athol, the Valley Route from Greenfield to Northampton, as well as campus routes serving Greenfield Community College, Charlemont Academy and Northfield Mount Hermon. Currently, the FRTA owns and operates four, 23-foot passenger buses and two, 18-foot passenger mini-buses on its fixed route service.

   This funding will allow FRTA to accommodate more riders, which is needed because ridership on the G-Link and Valley routes has greatly increased over the last several years. From 2004 to 2005 alone, ridership has increased by at least 20 percent.

  "FRTA fixed route service provides a vital link for residents of Franklin County, one of the poorest and most rural areas in the state," Olver said. "Public transportation provides connections to employment, healthcare, social services and educational opportunities. Reliable, safe buses with adequate seating are a must for FRTA to be able to continue providing quality fixed route service.î

  For additional information about this project, contact:
 M. Denise Wallenius, Administrator, FRTA, at 413-774-2262, ext.105 or denise@frta.org

$2.53 million for resurfacing of Routes 5 &amp; 10 in Bernardston  This funding will go toward resurfacing, minor shoulder widening, limited sidewalk reconstruction and drainage improvements on a section of Routes 5 &amp; 10 in Bernardston.

  The Route 5 work begins at the Greenfield town line and proceeds northerly approximately 5.9 miles to the Vermont state line. The Route 10 (Church Street) work begins at Route 5 and proceeds easterly approximately 2,700 feet to the bridge that carries Route 10 over Interstate 91. Also, the northerly intersection of Burrows Turnpike and Route 5 would be re-aligned so that Burrows Turnpike enters Route 5 at a 90 degree angle.

  This route is a commuter road for the region, therefore improvement of the roadway would improve access to the town center and nearby businesses and enhance connectivity and access for ski traffic in winter that occasionally uses this road as an alternative to Interstate-91. Improvements would also greatly benefit pedestrian traffic near the town center and provide safer roadways for bicycles.

   In FY06, Olver secured $1 million toward this project.

  For additional information about this project, contact:
 Albert R. Stegeman, District 2 Mass Highway Director, at 413-584-1611

$600,000 for Northfield Main Street revitalization project  This funding will go toward a revitalization project to enhance and preserve the historic character of Main Street (Route 63) and the scenic byway through the center of Northfield.

    The construction of new sidewalks, streetscape improvements, plantings, pedestrian scale lighting, pedestrian safety improvements, signs and other streetscape related infrastructure improvements along Main Street, which is also Route 63 and the Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway.

    The project includes a two-mile section Main Street from the intersection with Route 10 to the intersection with Moody Street at the Northfield Mount Hermon School, as well as sections of Parker Avenue, Pine Street, Holton Street and Moody Street.

     "Revitalization of Main Street will enhance the historic and cultural resources of the town, increase economic development in downtown Northfield, improve the livability of the downtown, and provide accessible sidewalks for all," Olver said.

    For additional information about this project, contact:
 Sue Draves, Northfield Town Administrator, at 413-498-2901

$500,000 for Western Mass. Scenic Byway Tourism Promotional Campaign  Western Massachusetts is home to six scenic byways ‚ Jacob's Ladder Trail (Route 20), Mount Greylock Scenic Byway, Mohawk Trail, Route 112, Connecticut River Scenic Farm Byway and Route 122. Scenic byways are recognized for their beauty and for their cultural and natural resources. The three regional planning agencies of Western Massachusetts ‚ Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC), Pioneer Valley Planning Commission and Franklin Regional Council of Governments -- will develop a region-wide tourism campaign promoting their scenic byways.

    Many states widely promote their scenic byways as tourist destinations and alternative travel ways, a chance to avoid modern highways and traffic. In Western Massachusetts, an increase in year-round tourism would benefit the local economy through increased tourism business, including small businesses that are the backbone of the region's rural economy.
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  For more information on this project, contact:
 Nathaniel Karns, BRPC, 413-442-1521, ext. 26 

 ###            
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